TOWN OF WALLKILL
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
ANNUAL REPORT
2017
January
No scheduled meeting.
February
No scheduled meeting.
March
Chair Agurs announced the new Executive Director Inaudy Esposito of the Orange County Human Rights Commission.  
Chair Agurs discussed a complaint received from Mavis Alexander. It was decided that it would be best if a special meeting were called to allow for a comprehensive review of the complaint.
 April
Chair Agurs welcomed and introduced Or. Co. Human Rights Exec. Director Inaudy Esposito and Or. Co. Human Rights Chair Fred Cook.
Executive Director Esposito said the Human Rights Commission wants to foster mutual respect in the community and educate the public.  Director Esposito has served as Safe Homes’ Family Justice Center Director for the past seven years.
Chair Agurs informed the members that he submitted the Mavis Alexander complaint to Town Attorney Will Frank for review.  

May
Reference the Alexander complaint, Atty. Frank reported that he was 98 % sure that this is not a Human Rights case.  However, he will forward this case on to another Human Rights attorney who will review the case
The annual “National Night Out Against Crime” was discussed and Commissioner Andrea Soll will meet with Purchasing to select an appropriate “give away” for that night. 
Commissioner Sal Lucido announced a new program he is working on with the TOW Police Dept. entitled the “Wallkill Cares Program.”  The Town of Wallkill Police Department initiated this program to help anyone addicted to narcotics. In addition, Commissioner Lucido is being honored by the Orange County Youth Bureau.
It was announced that the Commission was awarding Secretary Gesztesi the “Random Act of Kindness Award” at the next Town Board Meeting.
June
Commissioner Lynne Perkins addressed the issue of Neurological Disabilities and how it effects our present day population.  Co-chair DeNeve volunteered to work with Commissioner Perkins to develop a title for a presentation whereby a public forum (including guest speakers) could be presented to residents in the Town of Wallkill.  Commissioner Sal Lucido said that once they have narrowed the topic down, he would approach the Youth Council to see if they could all work together on this project.
July
Commissioner Lucido is working with Councilman Neil Meyer and the TOW Youth Coalition on the upcoming presentation of “Dose of Reality.”   Opioid addiction is the focus of this presentation.  This is in conjunction with the Wallkill Cares Program which deals with those struggling with addiction or substance use.  Our Commission will be present to distribute literature.

August
Councilman Mark Coyne reported that the “Night out Against Crime” was well attended.
Orange County Human Rights Executive Director Inaudy Esposito dropped off pamphlets from her commission as well as NYS pamphlets on Fair Housing, Employment Discrimination

September 
Commissioner Perkins received one phone message late in August from a woman caller who said she had landlord issues. Commissioner Perkins made several attempts to return the call but the woman did not call back.  Commissioner Soll also followed up, leaving messages but she was not able to get through to the voice mail.
[bookmark: _GoBack]After some confusion between the Town and the Commission’s budget, The Commission requested that all monies distributed from the Human Rights Commission must be given either in a written document or email. These authorizations will only be valid when they are from a Chair or Human Rights Commissioner acting on the behalf of the entirety of the Commission. It was the Commission’s belief that clarifying the process for use of the HRC budget would serve to protect goodwill between all parties involved.
Commissioner Perkins will contact the Supervisor’s secretary, Rudy Charles, asking if we need approval to post on the Town’s website upcoming blood donation dates

October
Supervisor Valentin and Councilman Neil Meyer spoke to the commission with regard to how the funds for the TOW Human Rights Commission are distributed. Supervisor Valentin said that nothing gets purchased without the Controller’s oversight. The money that we get annually needs to be exhausted before the Town Board will allow our commission any more money. If the Commission would like to request something, bring it to Councilman Coyne’s attention and put in a Purchase Order.
Commissioner Perkins will contact Atty. Will Frank to find out the legalities of fundraising that our commission would be permitted to be involved in.
November
Chair Agurs reported that Atty. Will Frank felt that the Mavis Alexander case did not meet the criteria of discrimination under Human Rights Law.  The case has been sent to Inaudy Esposito, Orange Co. Human Rights Exec. Director and this will be forwarded to the White Plains office.
A letter was sent to the Supervisor and the Town Board requesting that the line item be changed and also that our budget be increased to $1200 to help fund future efforts in town and community events.
Secretary Gesztesi Informed the Commission that she will be retiring at the end of 2017.
December
Chair Agurs reported that he has tried to contact Inaudy Esposito, Orange Co. Human Rights Exec. Director, to obtain the Docket # for the Mavis Alexander  complaint.  He will continue to follow up with Ms. Esposito to have this resolved for Ms. Alexander.
Chair Agurs reported that he has not received any information reference the status of the budget line item.
Future agenda items were discussed “Blankets for Veterans”, “TBI”, “Williams Syndrome” to be presented in a public forum.


Complaints
1 complaint received from Mavis Alexander which was forwarded to the Orange County Human Rights Commission.
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