Town of Wallkill
Human Rights Commission
Sept. 12, 2017
     Minutes
Attendance
Barryl Agurs
Sasha DeNeve						
Phyllis Gesztesi
Sal Lucido
Lynne Perkins			 
Andrea Soll
Old Business  
We did not receive any mail.
Phone messages – Commissioner Perkins received one phone message late in August from a woman caller who said she had landlord issues. Commissioner Perkins returned the call but the woman did not call back. 


Correction to minutes –as per Commissioner Soll 
Commissioner Soll then followed up and called the same woman back several times – sometimes Commissioner Soll was able to leave a message but other times she was not able to get through to the voice mail.
Corrections to minutes - as per Co-Chair DeNeve
The commission contacted the purchasing department to place an order with our remaining monies but was informed by Mary Range that our remaining balance had been spent by the town council on marketing for a public forum. 
After some discussion, it was determined that although it was an unauthorized use of the HRC budget, it was most likely due to a simple miscommunication. Both Supervisor Eric Valentin and Councilman Neil Meyer were invited to tonight’s meeting to help the Commission establish how this could be avoided in the future, but there was no response received. The suggestion was made to invite them once more to the next meeting to encourage open lines of communication. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Commission established that all monies distributed from the Human Rights Commission must be given explicitly in writing, either in a written document or email. These authorizations will only be valid when they are from a Chair or Human Rights Commissioner acting on the behalf of the entirety of the Commission. It was the Commission’s belief that clarifying the process for use of the HRC budget would serve to protect goodwill between all parties involved.

New Business
Commissioner Lynne Perkins asked if commissioners would want to discuss organizing any form of assistance or fundraising effort for the people in Texas devastated by Harvey. Commissioner Soll made a suggestion to contact Town Atty. Will Frank to discuss if our commission is permitted to raise funds.  Commissioner Perkins will contact Atty. Frank to ask what the commission is allowed to do .
In addition, we will be reviewing our By-Laws to check if we are permitted to do fundraising etc.
Also, Commissioner Perkins will contact the Supervisor’s secretary, Rudy Charles, asking if we need approval to post on the Town’s website upcoming blood donation dates.  Commissioner Perkins will ask if it would be possible that the Human Rights Commission be made known as a sponsor supporting these drives and she has drafted up an informational flyer that could be posted on the TOW website and also that the flyers be left at the Town Clerk’s area and elsewhere, i.e. Community Center bulletin board.
Co-chair DeNeve has volunteered to monitor the phone for the month of October.
Commissioner Toni Keys will remain as a Commissioner in the Human Rights Commission.
Please remember to attend the public forum Dose of Reality on Sept. 19, 2017 @ 5:30 pm to represent the Human Rights Commission.

Meeting adjourned at 6:45 pm.  

Next meeting is Oct. 2, 2017 @ 5:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Phyllis Gesztesi 
Secretary
TOW Secretary Human Rights Com.






